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to Hanover and stay there, and never bestow a
thought upon England any more. This, however,
was exactly what most people believed that the Duke
of Cumberland would never do. The common belief
was that he would make of Hanover a convenient
retreat for the organisation of conspiracy against the
child-sovereign of England. People looked forward,
therefore, with gloomy forebodings to the clangers
that might be threatened if the King were to die, and
the Duke of Cumberland, no Regent being named,
were to succeed at once to the Crown of Hanover and
the guardianship of the Princess Victoria. The first
disappointment which King William gave to his
people was by the omission in his Royal message of
any allusion to the appointment of a Regent.

On the 3Oth of July, Lord Grey in the House of
Lords, and Lord Althorp in the House of Commons,
moved for the delay of a day in replying to the
Royal message. The motive of the delay was per-
fectly well understood; it was simply in order to give
time for the consideration of the course which ought
to be taken with regard to the Royal message if the
King should not in the meantime make any sugges-
tion as to the appointment of a Regent. The Duke
of Wellington, on behalf of the Government, refused
to agree to any proposal for delay, and although
several Tory Peers, including the indomitable Lord
Eldon himself, voted in favour of Lord Grey's
motion, the Ministers carried with them a majority
of forty-four in the House of Lords, and of forty-six
in the House of Commons. The debate in the House
of Commons deserves notice, if only for the passion